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Northeast DEWS
Discussion

By: Samantha Borisoff, Climatologist
Northeast Regional Climate Center




October Temperatures
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October Precipitation

Percent of Normal Precipitation (%)
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October Precipitation

Percent of Normal Precipitation (%)
October 1-15, 2026
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Hurricane Isalas Remnants
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rought Monitor

U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - Northeast Climate Region
4 Week
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U.S. Drought Monitor
Northeast

U.S. Drought Monitor
Northeast

September 29, 2026
(Released Thursday, Oct. 1, 2026)
Valid 8 a.m. EDT

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

Curment 60.03 | 18.63 [ 18.26 | 230 | 0.79 | 0.00

Last Week

05.22.2026 6257 | 14.79 [ 19.40 | 246 | 0.79 | 0.00

3 Months Ago 61.86

06-30-2026 11.46 | 13.98 | 10.76 | 1.93 | 0.00

Start of
Calendar Year | 24.63 | 28.38 | 28.46 | 1833 | 0.20 | 0.00
01-06-2026

Start of
Water Year 7.86 | 4289 | 2379 | 1878 | 6.67 | 0.00
09-30-2025

One YearAgo [ ;g5 | 4589 | 2379 [ 1878 | 6.67 | 0.00
09-30-2025

Intensity:
[T None [ D2 severe Drought
l:| DO Abnormally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought

[ D1 Moderate Drought  |Jllll D4 Exceptional Drought
The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale condtions.

Local conditions may vary. For more information on the

Drought Monitor, go to https:/droughtmonitor.uni. edu/About.aspx

Author:
Jonathan Case
NASA/MSFC/UAH
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droughtmonitor.unl.edu

October 27, 2026
(Released Thursday, Oct. 29, 2026)
Valid 8 a.m. EDT

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

None [ DO D1 D3 D4

Cument 57.34 (2288 | 1093 | 827 | 0.58 | 0.00

October 27, 2026 [ 3 Ciass improvement
compared to Il  Ciass Improvement
September 29, 2026

Last Week

10.20.2026 60.27 [ 19.95 | 11.69 | 7.35 | 0.74 | 0.00

3 Months Ago 60.83
07-28-2026 B

droughtmonitor.unl.edu I 5 Ciass improvoment 1838 [1472 | 571 | 036 | 000

Start of
Calendar Year | 24.63 | 28.38 [ 28.46 | 18.33 | 0.20 | 0.00
01-06-2026

Start of
Water Year | 60.03 | 18.63 [ 18.26 | 230 | 0.79 | 0.00
09-29-2026

One YearAgo
10.26.2025 6.63 | 28.03 [31.04 [ 2285 [ 11.45 | 0.00

Intensity:

\: None -D2 Severe Drought
[ Do Abnormally Dry I D3 Extreme Drought
[ 01 Moderate Drought  |Jlll D4 Exceptional Drought
The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale condtions.

Local conditions may vary. For more information on the

Drought Monitor, go to https://droughtmonitor.un!.edu/About.aspx
Author:

Richard Tinker

CPC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP

USDA (%,
ﬁ ¥

droughtmonitor.unl.edu




Precipitation

Percent of Normal Precipitation
September 28 - October 27, 2026
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Percent of Normal Precipitation
July 30 - October 27, 2026

Percent of Normal Precipitation
August 29 - October 27, 2026

Percent of Normal Precipitation
April 28 - October 27, 2026
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30-Day SPI - Oct 27, 2026

 + |
: Leaflet | © OpenStreetMap contributors © CARTO
Explanation - SPI Levels
[ ] [ (0] ] o (0] o (0] [*] [ o
] D3:-2.0 | D2:-1.6 | D1:-1.3 | D0:-0.8 | -0.5to 0.5to 0.8 to 1.3to 1.6to
D4:<-20| %516 | t0-13 | t0-0.8 | to-0.5 | 05 0.8 13 1.6 2.0 2.0

Standardized
Precipitation
Index

Data provided by Northeast Regional Climate Center. Powered by ACIS.

120-Day SPI - Oct 27, 2026
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Leaflet | © OpenStreetMap contributors © CARTO

Explanation - SPI Levels
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Data provided by Northeast Regional Climate Center. Powered by ACIS.



Precipitation

Precipitation Departure (inches)

Accumulated Precipitation Departure from Normal

Creen/black diamonds represent subsequent/missing values
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- Baltimore Area, MD (ThreadEx):Precip Dprt = Atlantic City Area, NJ (ThreadEx):Precip Dprt
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Evap. Demand Drought Index

3-week EDDI categories for October 24, 2026

D!
s
Drought categories Wetness categories
1 I I I
100% 98% 95% 90% 80% 70% 30% 20% 10% 5% 2% 0%

(EDDI-percentile category breaks: 100% = driest; 0% = wettest)

I Generated at NOAA/NWS/NCEP/Climate Prediction Center




Soil Moisture
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7-Day Streamflow

o+

Leaflet | © OpenStreetMap contributors © CARTO

Explanation - Percentile Classes

[ [ o o [¢] [ [
Much below Much above
Low normal Below normal Normal Above normal normal High
<10% 10-25% 25-75% 75-90% >90%

Data provided by USGS Water Data for the Nation - About this map; updated 2026-10-28.

Streamflow

28-Day Streamflow
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Leaflet | © OpenStreetMap contributors © CARTO

Explanation - Percentile Classes

(] [ [¢] o o [ [ ]
Much below Much above
e normal Below normal Normal Above normal normal High
<10% 10-25% 25-75% 75-90% >90%

Data provided by USGS Water Data for the Nation - About this map; updated 2026-10-28.




Groundwater

Groundwater Status

)
Leaflet | © OpenStreetMap contributors © CARTO
Explanation - Percentile Classes
O O o o O L ®
Much below Much above
_— Rarmal Below normal Normal Above normal S rnal High
<10% 10-25% 25-75% 75-90% >90%

Data provided by USGS Water Data for the Nation - About this map; updated 2026-10-28.




Wildfire Risk

Keetch-Byram Drought Index
October 28, 2026
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Drought Impacts

3 Brunsw

Ottawa Montréal I o ——— Things are getting much worse near
¥ ! ' \ the lakeshore. Water well dropped
further and we have roughly 8" of

Lake Maine

Huron ® b
' S ¢ water above the intake pipe for our jet
Toronto / \‘\m" S pump. | estimate that if we don't get
4 S A0 significant rain within 3 weeks, many
s N, _ Sy ?’\%6\~ CMOR Reports year t&} residents of Springfield Township are
troit : VQQ ston going to have either dry wells or
2 » PY Providee @ Severelybiy runan;glpff smgdle digit gallons of
K avallability per day.
@ Moderately Dry
oPittsburgh ) Creeks are running so low that
O Mildly Dry fisherman who would normally be
shoulder to shoulder trying to catch
@ Near Normal the steelhead run, are basically
O Mildly Wet nowhere to be found: There may be a
handful of people trying to catch
@ Moderately Wet something and they end up going
home empty handed because the fish
@ Severely Wet

aren't running upstream. Just like in
2024, they will probably spawn in the
lake again.

CMOR report from NW PA from 10/28

https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx

Drought stresses Kittery drinking water, ecosystems as much of
Maine dries out

by Allyson LaPierre, WGME
Fri, October 9, 2026 at 7:54 PM

Maine drought causes rivers to

Drought warning no longer in effect, but farmers are still
reach record-low levels

deallng with impacts  NJ Spotlight News

) ) ) o - October 16
Maine’s ongoing drought is pushing rivers and streams to record-low
levels, creating challenges for farmers and raising concerns about
& * e & J H - Baltimore City Department of Public Works > News and Media >
llngerlng lmpacts e sprlng. News Center Mal ne OCt 1 DPW Activates System To Bring Susquehanna River Water Into City's Water Supply (10/5/2026)
Groundwater levels hit record lows in Maine as drought DPW Activates System to Bring
continues . .
Susquehanna River Water Into City’s
MEMA has received 156 reports of dry wells in 2026. Water Su pp]y (1 0/5/2026)
E?i. Updated: 10:31 PM EDT Oct 17,2026 Editorial Standards (1)
p



https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx

Pecipitation Forecast

e

168-Hour Day 1-7 QPF
Valid 12Z Thu Oct 29 2026
* =¥ | Thru 12Z Thu Nov 05 2026
8 Issued: 1003Z Thu Oct 29 2026
Forecaster: WPC ]
DOC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP/WPC =

- " -
I rmf_ - "Normal” precipitation for this period is about 0.55” to_OM




NDFD Snow (Likely)
NDFD Mix (Chance)

FD T:8torm (Chance) (Hatcle
NDED T-Storm (Likely and/or Severe)
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Short- term Outlooks

6-10 Day Precipitation Outlook U 6-10 Day Temperature Outlook V

Valid: November 3 - 7, 2026 Valid: November 3 - 7, 2026

Isued October 28, 2026 Issued: October 28, 2026

i Probability 8 i Probability
(Percent Chance) . (Percent Chance)

) 8-14 Day Precipitation Outlook g @& 8-14 Day Temperature Outlook

Valid: November 5 - 11, 2026 Valid: November 5 - 11, 2026
Issued: October 28, 2026 Issued: October 28, 2026

&




Monthly & 3-Month Outloo

S

Monthly Precipitation Outlook
Nov 2026

Nov 2026

Explanation - Probabilities
[

33 40 50 60 70 80 33 40 50 33
Prob Below Normal Prob Near Normal

ent)
|-
40 50 60 70

Prob Above Normal

80 33 40 50 60

Data provided by DOC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP/CPC.

Egga;h-anm

Prob Below Normal

Monthly Temperature Outlook

Explanation - Probabilities (percent)
I

70 80 33
Prob Near Normal

|-
40 50 60 70 80
Prob Above Normal

Data provided by DOC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP/CPC.

Eﬁ}li_dch-ance

3-Month Precipitation Outlook
NDJ 2026-2027

3-Month Temperature Outlook
NDJ 2026-2027

nt)

33 40 50 60 70 80 40

Prob Below Normal

-
50 60 70 80
Prob Above Normal

Data provided by DOC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP/CPC.

Equal Chance

Explana - Probabilities (percent)

33 40 50 60 70 80 33 40 50 3
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40 50 60 70
Prob Above Normal
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—

Data provided by DOC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP/CPC.
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Key Points for October

Temperatures: above normal for most areas

Precipitation: less than 509% of normal from northern Pennsylvania
to Maine

Drought intensified in Maine — streamflow and groundwater levels
are record low in spots

Precipitation: 1259% to 2009% of normal in parts of West Virginia,
with remnants of Isaias contributing

Minor improvements in the Mid-Atlantic and southern New England
— Connecticut free of abnormal dryness/drought for first time in two
years

Short-term: wet and warm conditions favored
Nov and Nov-Jan: El Nifo precipitation pattern and above-norm
temps |




Contact Information

® nrcc@cornell.edu

Upcoming Webinars

® Thursday, November 19 at 9:30am EST
® E| Nilo Update and Winter Outlooks

® Thursday, December 17 at 9:30am EST

® (Coastal Flooding Resources

® Thursday, January 28 at 9:30am EST
® Northeast Snowpack Data Products

rNR CC“
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