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Quarterly Climate Impacts 
and Outlook 



Temperature 
�  December 

�  4.0° above normal 

�  Ranked among top 20 
warmest Decembers for all 
12 states 

�  January 
�  3.2° below normal 

�  February 
�  12.7° below normal  

�  Ranked among top 7 coldest 
Februaries for all 12 states 

�  Winter (averaged Dec-Feb) 
�  4.0° below normal 



February Temperature 
�  Of  the 35 major Northeast 

airport climate sites… 

•  15 sites had a record-cold 
February 

•  Another 20 sites had top 15 
coldest Februaries  

•  7 sites had all-time coldest 
month 

•  Another 26 sites had top 10 all-
time coldest months 

•  Departures ranged from 8.7° 
colder than normal in 
Washington, DC, to 16.9° colder 
than normal in Syracuse, NY  

•  Erie, PA, tied all-time lowest 
temp of  -18°  

•  107 low temperature records 
were set/tied 

•  63 cold maximum temperatures 
records were set/tied 



Snowfall 
�  December 

�  Near normal to 2 feet below normal 
�  Huntington, WV had no measurable 

snow: least snowy December 

�  January 
�  1.5 feet below normal to 2+ feet 

above normal 
�  Ranked among top 20 snowiest 

Januaries at 16 sites 

�  February 
�  Near normal to 4.5 feet above normal 
�  Ranked among top 20 snowiest 

Februaries at 23 sites 

�  Ranked among top 20 all-time 
snowiest months at 14 sites 

�  Winter (snowfall accumulated Dec-
Feb) 
�  Near normal to 5.5 feet above normal 
�  Ranked among top 20 snowiest 

winters at 15 sites 



Significant Snow Events 
�  December 9-11 storm 

�  Up to 2 feet of  snow inland, 4-6 of  rain coastal areas, coating of  ice 
�  Largest storm surge along the New Jersey coast since Sandy in 2012 

�  January 26-28 nor’easter 
�  Up to 3 feet of  snow 
�  Hurricane-force winds: blizzard conditions, large waves, and coastal flooding 

�  February 
�  Feb 1-2: up to 2 feet of  snow 
�  Feb 7-10: up to 3 feet of  snow 
�  Feb 14-15: up to 2 feet of  snow 

Credit: FEMA/Dominick Biocchi 



Cold & Snow Impacts 
�  Economy & Education 

�  School and business closures 
�  Snow removal difficult 

�  Transportation & Commerce 
�  Ice buildup on waterways 
�  Vehicle accidents 
�  Thousands of  flight delays/cancellations 
�  Delays in railroad freight deliveries 
�  Maple season delayed 

�  Infrastructure 
�  Water main breaks and  
     frozen pipes 
�  Power outages 
�  Roof  collapses 

�  Ski resorts benefitted  

Credit: NASA Earth 
Observatory 



Precipitation 
�  December 

�  114% of  normal 
�  3 states ranked had top 20 

wettest Decembers 

�  January 
�  87% of  normal 

�  February 
�  70% of  normal 
�  3 states had top 20 driest 

Februaries 
�  Below-normal February 

precipitation, but what did fall, 
fell as snow 

�  Winter (accumulated Dec-Feb) 
�  96% of  normal 



Contact Information 

�  sgh58@cornell.edu or nrcc@cornell.edu 

�  607-255-1751 


