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NERFC Area  Water Resources Outlook 

April 28th 2015 

Next Briefing – 4/30 

 
 Brought to you by: 

 Edward Capone - Service Coordination Hydrologist 
 

 Overview  to Include: 

 • Potential flood outlook – convective/synoptic conditions 

 • Snow Water/Melt Potential  --- Ice Jam Potential--- 

    Stream flow-Groundwater-Soil moisture  and Snow Water Equivalent conditions 

 •  Antecedent –Current—Future  precipitation forecasts 

 • Short and Medium Range Met Forecasts (especially potentially significant events) 

 •  Flood or Drought Outlook (Near term & Longer term) 
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Service Area Highlights 

  Apr 13th to Apr 26th 

 

 Cold than normal recent…some warming last week 

 Near Normal Temps …across New England/ NY 

 Snow Events continued far north 

 Snow Depths/SWE dwindling in Maine  

 Precipitation  … slightly above normal western NY/below 
normal  for much of the last month 
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90 and 180 Day Precipitation Departures 
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USA Drought Monitor 
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Snow Conditions -----SWE and Temps 
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USGS Real-Time  Streamflow Conditions  

http://groundwaterwatch.usgs.gov/StateMa

psNet.asp?ncd=rtn&sc=17 

http://waterdata.usgs.gov/il/nwis/rt 
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USGS -- Current Groundwater Conditions 
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Water Supply/Lake Levels 
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Drought Severity-Soils-Fire Weather 
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River Ice and Ice Jamming – Over for 2015 

 St John River at Dickey, Maine 

 Aroostook River at Washburn 

 Penobscot River East Branch d/s of Grindstone 

 Pleasant River near Milo 

 Many smaller rivers now mixed/open from ice in Maine 
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NERFC Forecast 
http://www.weather.gov/nerfc/ 
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MMEFS – Met Model Ensemble Forecast System 
http://www.erh.noaa.gov/mmefs/index.php?Lat=44&Lon=-73&Zoom=6 
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Where does Spring flooding occur at the NERFC?  
Who are the big offenders? 

 Jan – May number of flood events since 2000 
 Lower Connecticut River 20 times in 15 yrs 

 Lower Housatonic River 16 times in 15 yrs 

 Pawtuxet River 14 times in 15 yrs 

 Otter Creek 13 times in 15 yrs 

 Currently CAR issuing FLW 

 

 

 

  lid  | count 

-------+------- 

 HFDC3 |    20 

 MDDC3 |    16 

 STVC3 |    16 

 CRAR1 |    14 

 CENV1 |    13 

 WOON3 |    11 

 ASFN6 |    11 

 DNSM3 |    11 

 GVVN6 |    11 

 NCHN3 |    10 

 GAYC3 |    10 

 SIMC3 |     9 

 SAXM3 |     9 

 RVRN6 |     9 

 MTRN6 |     9 

 PLMN3 |     9 

 EBKV1 |     9 

 CNWN3 |     9 

 HOPN6 |     9 

 MAYM3 |     9 

 AUGM1 |     9 

 WLMM3 |     8 

 TMVC3 |     8 

 FLVC3 |     8 

 HENN3 |     8 

 YTCC3 |     8 

 GOFN3 |     8 

 MOOV1 |     7 

 PTRN3 |     7 
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Looking Ahead – Pattern Change 

 
 Week 1 

 Above Normal Temps 

 Below Normal Precipitation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Week 2  

 Above Normal Temps  

 --Slightly Above Normal Precipitation. 

 Snowmelt not a big player  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.weather.gov/images/nerfc/ops/qpf_total_a.png
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Outlooks – 6-10 and 8-14 day 

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/814temp.new.gif
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/814prcp.new.gif
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CPC May 2015 Outlook 

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/30day/off14_temp.gif
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/30day/off14_prcp.gif
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Ocean Temps and East Coast Late Spring/Early 
Summer Precipitation 
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Surface Map – early May 1st 

 



N
at

io
n

al
 W

e
at

h
e

r 
Se

rv
ic

e
  

P
ro

te
ct

in
g

 L
iv

es
 a

n
d

 P
ro

p
er

ty
 

500 MB Height –  May 10th 
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 Questions/Comments? 

 Ed Capone 


