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Current state of the drought (as of August 18th)



How did this drought develop?
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90-day observed precipitation and departures from normal
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July was an especially dry month across much of the central Carolinas…

July 2015 Observed Departure from 
normal Ranking

Charlotte, NC 1.21” -2.5” 5th driest 
(137-year POR)

Columbia, SC 1.53” -3.9” 9th driest 
(129-year POR)

Greenville-
Spartanburg, SC 1.52” -3.3” 6th driest 

(130-year POR)

Hickory, NC 0.92” -3.5” 2nd driest 
(66-year POR)

Data source: xmACIS2



Drought Impacts

• Numerous crops are struggling in non-irrigated fields across the central Carolinas, 
including soybeans, cotton, corn, peanuts, and tobacco.

• Streamflow in the Catawba, Broad, and Pee Dee river basins is well below normal.
• Limited water restrictions are in place across the region, and there is some concern for 

Charlotte’s water supply.


