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National Weather Service – Mount Holly NJ  

• The area we serve is 
shaded in green  

• 34 counties in four states 
• Over 11 million people 
• We issue weather, water & 

climate forecasts & 
warnings for the protection 
of life & property, and to 
enhance the national 
economy.  

• Weather.gov/phi 
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Excessive heat program in 
Philadelphia 

• Big changes starting back in the 1990s 
• So, a brief trip down memory lane 
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Big heat wave in 1993 
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“City is hot, but fewer are dying” - 
Philadelphia Inquirer 2002 

• Over 90% of heat related 
fatalities occur while 
heat warnings are in 
effect.  



National Weather Service 
Philadelphia/Mt. Holly 

“Too darn hot, but not so deadly” – 
Philadelphia Inquirer 2010 
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“The Heat was Infernal, but Relatively Few Died” - 
Philadelphia Inquirer   August 30, 2010 

1993 – Heat Wave with major loss of life in Philadelphia. 
Heat event does NOT meet National Weather Service 
(NWS) Warning criteria, barely meets NWS Advisory criteria 
 
1995 – City of Philadelphia partners with University of 
Delaware on a new excessive heat forecasting system, 
results are shared with NWS Mt. Holly 
 
1997 – NWS Mt. Holly takes on full time operational 
running of this new excessive heat forecasting system, first 
NWS office in country to do so.  
 
2004 – Second generation Heat Health Watch Warning 
system is put in place, tied into forecast information from 
NWS’ new National Digital Forecast Database 
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Since 2010 

• 2011 – 27 fatalities – worst excessive heat 
event since 1995 (70+ fatalities)  

• 2012 – 8 fatalities 
• 2013 – 2 fatalities 
• 2014 – 0 fatalities 
• 2015 – 6 fatalities 
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Why is this working? 

• Its all about the partnerships (public, private, 
media, academia). 

• Everyone takes this seriously, and the 
messaging is very consistent.  
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Why is this working? 

• EPA Excessive Heat 
Events Guidebook 
2006 
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Why is this 
working? 

• Practice like you want 
to play 

• Don’t try to come up 
with a plan when 
temperatures start to 
rise.  
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Sign You Are Accomplishing Something 
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Questions?  Comments? 
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