
October Recap 
By: Samantha Borisoff, Climatologist 



October Temperatures 
!  From 2°F below normal 

to 4°F above normal 

!  Coolest areas generally 
south & west: 
!  West Virginia 

!  Parts of  PA, MD, 
western NY 

!  Warmest areas 
generally north & east:  
!  New England 

!  Eastern NY 

!  Parts of  NJ 

Coolest areas generally south & west: 
•  West Virginia 
•  Parts of  PA, MD, western NY 

Descriptions here… 

Most areas within 1°F of  normal  
Cooler areas in northern ME and upstate NY  

Warmer areas in WV and western PA 



October Precipitation 
!  From less than 50% of  

normal to more than 150%  

!  Wettest areas:  
!  Parts of  Maine 
!  Southern DE/eastern MD 
!  Cape Cod 
!  Western NY 

!  Driest areas:  
!  Western PA 
!  Parts of  WV 
!  DC area 
!  Parts of  NY & NJ 
!  Parts of  New England 

!  8 sites ranked this Aug so 
far among their top 10 
driest 

Generally dry: from 25-90% of  normal  
Few coastal areas saw over 125% 

Description here…upcoming storms? 



Local Precipitation 

Of  the 35 major Northeast airport climate sites: 
•  10 sites: top 20 driest Oct. 1-27 
•  Islip: 14 wettest Oct. 1-27 

•  Record-warm (average temp) 
•  Burlington 
•  Central Park 
•  Portland 
•  Islip 



Dry Conditions 

!  Some below-normal 
streamflows 

Dryness 
expanded in 
mid-August 

Abnormal dryness and moderate drought eased during October 

Above-normal temperatures and an ongoing lack of  contributed to declining soil 
moisture and low streamflows. 



October Snowfall 
Of  the 35 airport climate sites, only 16 usually see measurable 
snowfall in October 
 
Oct 17-18: first flakes of  season 

•  Few lake-effect prone areas saw 4-9 inches 
•  Some areas saw only a trace, but tied daily records 
•  First frost or freeze for many sites 



Contact Information 
!  sgh58@cornell.edu or nrcc@cornell.edu 

!  607-255-1751 

Upcoming Webinars 
!  Tuesday, November 24 at 9:30 am 

!  November to-date & El Niño 

!  Tuesday, December 15 at 9:30 am 
!  Mid-December update & TBD 


