
December Recap 
By: Samantha Borisoff, Climatologist 



December Temperatures 

From more than 3°F below normal to 2°F above normal 



December Precipitation 

From less than 25% of  normal to more than 200% of  normal 



Drought Monitor 

20% abnormally dry 
3% moderate drought 

8% abnormally dry 



First Snowfall 
First 32°F freeze later than usual at 30 
major climate sites 
 
November 7: 
•  Rochester’s 2nd longest frost-free 

season since 1872 
•  Buffalo’s 5th longest since 1874 
•  212 days (Apr. 8 to Nov. 7) at both 

sites 

November 10 and 11: 
•  Dulles Airport – one day away from 

tying record for latest first freeze 
•  First time on record (since 1963) 

Dulles and Washington National had 
their first freeze on the same day 

 



December Snowfall 

From more than 6” below normal to more than 6” above normal 



Temperature 
Outlooks 

December 26-30:  
Increased chances of  below-

normal temperatures for entire 
Northeast (left) 

January:  
Increased chance of  below-

normal temperatures for 
northwestern Vermont, much of  
New York, northern and western 
Pennsylvania, and the northern 

Panhandle of  West Virginia  
 

Equal chances elsewhere (right) 



Precipitation 
Outlooks 

December 26-30: 
Increased chances of  below-

normal temperatures for entire 
Northeast (left) 

January: 
Increased chance of  above-

normal precipitation in 
southwestern New York, western 

and central Pennsylvania, 
western Maryland, and West 

Virginia 
 

Equal chances elsewhere (right) 



Contact Information 
�  sgh58@cornell.edu or nrcc@cornell.edu 

�  607-255-1751 

Upcoming Webinars 
�  Tuesday, January 30 at 9:30 am 

�  Downscaling work from Argonne National Lab 

�  Tuesday, February 27 at 9:30 am 
�  Climate change indicators 

�  Thursday, March 29 at 9:30 am 
�  Spring flood outlook 

www.nrcc.cornell.edu 


