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AWIA Overview
• On October 23, 2018, America's Water Infrastructure Act 

(AWIA) was signed into law. 
• AWIA, passed in the Senate by a 99-1 vote, was sponsored by 

Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) and developed by the Senate 
Environment and Public Works Committee and the House 
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee.



AWIA Section 2013: Risk Resiliency 
Assessments & Emergency 
Response Plans 
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AWIA Section 2013 (a) – (f)

Replaces SDWA Section 1433 (from 2002 Bioterrorism Act)

Applies to all community water systems serving more than 3,300 people

Conduct Risk and Resilience Assessments and update Emergency Response 
Plans

Submit certifications to EPA by specified deadlines

Review risk assessments and ERPs every five years

Coordinate with local emergency planning committees

Maintain records



Section 2013: Key due dates & 
approximate #s for New England 

Sept. 30, 2020 next deadline: for ERP 



Risk and Resilience Assessments

Include:Pipes/conveyances, 
source water, water 

collection/intake, 
pretreatment, 

treatment, storage 
and distribution, 

electronic, computer, 
or other automated 
systems (including 

security)

Monitoring 
practices

Financial 
infrastructure

Use, storage 
or handling of 

chemicals

Operation 
and 

maintenance 

May include 
capital and 
operational 

needs for risk 
management

Consider risks from malevolent acts and 
natural hazards



EPA’s Vulnerability Self-Assessment 
Tool Web 2.0

• Guides you through a risk and resilience assessment that complies 
with AWIA Section 2013

• Designed for mobile devices like tablets and iPads as well as PCs.

• Includes embedded tools that assist with estimating risk assessment 
parameters and resilience



Emergency Response Plans 

Include:
Strategies and 
resources to 

improve resilience, 
including physical 

security and 
cybersecurity

Plans, procedures, 
and equipment for 

responding to a 
malevolent act or 

natural hazard

Actions, procedures, and equipment to 
lessen the impact of a malevolent act or 

natural hazard, including alternative 
source water, relocation of intakes, and 

flood protection barriers

Strategies to detect 
malevolent acts or 

natural hazards

Prepare or revise an ERP that incorporates 
findings from the risk assessment



Other EPA Tools to assist with AWIA:

• Baseline Information on Malevolent Acts Relevant to 
Community Water System document (assists in identifying 
the types of malevolent acts that could impact your system 
and estimating the threat likelihood)

• EPA’s ERP Template to download, fill in/create your ERP
• Incident Specific Checklists to address various threat 

types (flooding, hurricanes, earthquakes, cyber attacks, etc.) 
to use/customize and include in your ERP

• Other EPA water resilience guides, tools to use as a base 
for your ERP (Flood Guide, Power Resilience Guide, Drought 
Guide, Hazard Mitigation Guide)

www.epa.gov/waterresilience



AWIA Section 2018: 
Amendments to EPCRA

• SERC Notification Requirements Section 304 of EPCRA 
amended to add (e) State Agency Notification

• The state or tribal emergency response commission 
(SERC or TERC) shall promptly notify the applicable 
drinking water primacy agency of a release that requires 
notice (exceeds reportable quantity within 24-hr. period):
• Extremely Hazardous Substances (EHSs) listed in EPCRA; and/or 
• Hazardous Substances (HSs) under CERCLA 



AWIA Section 2018: 
Amendments to EPCRA (cont.)

• Data Availability: Section 312(e) of EPCRA is amended to 
add community water systems 
• An affected* CWS may have access to tier II information

• The CWS must submit a request to the SERC or the local 
emergency planning committee (LEPC)

• Upon receipt of the request, the SERC or LEPC shall request the 
tier II information from the facility and make provided information 
available to the affected CWS

* A CWS that receives drinking water from a source water area in 
which a facility that is required to submit an inventory form under 
EPCRA Section 312 is located



Where to find EPA Tools for Flooding: 
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www.epa.gov/waterresilience



12

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-08/documents/flood_resilience_guide.pdf

• With a user-friendly layout, the Guide provides worksheets, instructional
videos, and flood maps to help utilities through a simple, 4-step process!

EPA Flood Guide







EPA CRWU: Coastal Storm Surge 
Scenarios for Water Utilities

www.epa.gov/crwu

www.epa.gov/crwu



EPA CRWU: Case Study and Information 
Exchange EAT Climate Scenario Project Map

www.epa.gov/crwu



EPA CRWU: CREAT Tool Climate 
Scenario Projection MapsEAT Climate 
Scenario Project Map

www.epa.gov/crwu
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Water 
Utility 
Response
On-The-
Go! App

www.epa.gov/responseotg



EPA’s Stormwater Tools: 

Storm Water Management Model 
(SWMM):

Helps predict runoff quantity and quality from 
drainage systems 
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Stormwater Calculator (SWC)

Estimates the annual amount of rainwater and 
frequency of runoff from a specific site



Questions?


