
Mid-December Update 
By: Samantha Borisoff, Climatologist 



December Temperatures 
!  From 2°F below normal 

to 4°F above normal 

!  Coolest areas generally 
south & west: 
!  West Virginia 

!  Parts of  PA, MD, 
western NY 

!  Warmest areas 
generally north & east:  
!  New England 

!  Eastern NY 

!  Parts of  NJ 

Coolest areas generally south & west: 
•  West Virginia 
•  Parts of  PA, MD, western NY 

December so far: 3°F to more than 10°F above normal 
29 airport climate sites ranked the period among their top 5 warmest 

December 12-14: up to 30°F above normal 



December Outlook 
!  From 2°F below normal 

to 4°F above normal 

!  Coolest areas generally 
south & west: 
!  West Virginia 

!  Parts of  PA, MD, 
western NY 

!  Warmest areas 
generally north & east:  
!  New England 

!  Eastern NY 

!  Parts of  NJ 

General pattern of  trough in west & ridge in east  
Southerly flow of  air for east coast: mild temperatures 

Above-normal temperatures expected to continue 



December Precipitation 
!  From less than 50% of  

normal to more than 150%  

!  Wettest areas:  
!  Parts of  Maine 
!  Southern DE/eastern MD 
!  Cape Cod 
!  Western NY 

!  Driest areas:  
!  Western PA 
!  Parts of  WV 
!  DC area 
!  Parts of  NY & NJ 
!  Parts of  New England 

!  8 sites ranked this Aug so 
far among their top 10 
driest 

Generally dry: from 25-90% of  normal 
Driest: Coastal areas & western PA/NY; Wet: parts of  WV 

Description here…upcoming storms? 



December Snowfall 
!  From less than 50% of  

normal to more than 150%  

!  Wettest areas:  
!  Parts of  Maine 
!  Southern DE/eastern MD 
!  Cape Cod 
!  Western NY 

!  Driest areas:  
!  Western PA 
!  Parts of  WV 
!  DC area 
!  Parts of  NY & NJ 
!  Parts of  New England 

!  8 sites ranked this Aug so 
far among their top 10 
driest 

Below-normal snowfall for the entire region 
Especially lake-effect areas and higher elevations of  northern New England 

Description here…upcoming storms 
? 



Lack of  Snow 

Last year: very different 
than this year in terms of  

snow and weather 
pattern…basically the 

opposite  
 

Some sites may see their 
top 5 latest measurable 

snow or first inch of  snow 
this year 

 
Buffalo: latest measurable 

snow 
 

Caribou: only major NE 
airport climate site to see 

1st inch 

•  Record-warm (average temp) 
•  Burlington 
•  Central Park 
•  Portland 
•  Islip 



Contact Information 
!  sgh58@cornell.edu or nrcc@cornell.edu 

!  607-255-1751 

Upcoming Webinars 
!  Thursday, January 28 at 9:30 am 

!  Thursday, February 25 at 9:30 am 


