Launch of the Northeast

Drought Early Warning System
(DEWS)

Jessica Spaccio, Climatologist
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Land in Farms — Measured in Acres
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Four Distinct Seasons

- Summer heat
- High water demand
- Growing season

- Spring snowmelt, flooding
- Peak Streamflows

Continued summer heat
Peak hurricane season

- Winter drought
- Snow cover




Abundant Water — Atlantic Ocean & Great Lakes

- Moisture source
- Nor’easters & tropical systems
- Lake-effect precipitation




Droughts
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Meetings

Forum in October 2016 to
discuss conditions & outlooks.

U.S. Drought Monitor

October 18, 2016

(Redoased Thursday October 20. 2016)
Valid 8 am, EDT

Assessment workshops in
February/March 2017.

Strategic planning meeting
in November 2017.
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Components of a Drought Early Warning System
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Strategic Plan

Determining priorities and actions of the Northeast DEWS.

Observations

L Need for Ag Self-Monitoring of

Quality & Quantity
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Strategic Plan

Improve Drought Outlooks
Better Access to &

Understanding of Tools

U.S. S I Drought OutloOK vaid for November 16 - February 28, 2018
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period Released November 16, 2017

1-month EDDI categories for December 11, 2017
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Increase Public
Drought Awareness/
Public Service
Announcements
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CLOSED FROM
HSP-LIDO BEACH

Strategic Plan

Consistent Messaging

December 12, 2017

(Released Thursday, Dec. 14, 2017)
Valid 7 a.m. EST

Intensity:

None

DO (Abnormally Dry)

Increased Public
Knowledge of
Restricted Activities




Recent and histon

Drought Dashboard

7 3
E Northeast Regional Climate Center Sl

Home Northeast Drought Updat
Heather Station Data Northeast Drought Update

State & Regional Analyses

Vi s Posted December 14, 2017
Daily Maps U.S. Drought Monitor
Summary Titdes Moderate drought persisted in central and southern Maryland.
Narrative Overview in eastern d lingered

US Regional Maps eisewhere in the region. The U.S. Orought Monitor released on
December 14 showed 1% of the Northeast in a moderate drought and
16% of the region as abnormally dry compared to 1% and 147,

NY Snow Survey Maps. respectively, last week.
Northeast Drought

Climate Normal Maps

December 12,2017
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o Comparison Tool

Analyses for Industry
Climate Resources

Publications & Services

Quick Links

Blog

Neappraciate any feechack: Precipitation

acemcar 612, 2011

Total precipitation for the last week.

Consider Adaptation

Strategic Plan

Post-Drought
Assessments &
Studies

Drought Forum Northeast Region
Summary

2016 Drought Assessment & Building
Drought Early Warning Capacity
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Strategic Plan

Links Between
Drought & Water

Quality

Flash Drought Research Interdisciplinary

Impacts on Coastal Areas/Saltwater
Estuaries
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Contact Information

ilr98@cornell.edu or nrcc@cornell.edu

607-255-1751

This drought is getting really bad
Today at lunch, my waiter asked if |
wanted a glass of water or a future for

my’ chlldremu . | q
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