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October 2 Tornado Outbreak
13 tornadoes in Pennsylvania
• four EF-0s, six EF-1s, and three EF-2s
• largest single-day tornado outbreak since 

June 2, 1998 (20+ tornadoes)
• PA averages 15 tornadoes per year 
• PA averages 0 tornadoes for Oct.

• only 13 Oct. tornadoes from 1950-
2017

• Last EF-2 tornado in Oct. was 25+ 
years ago

3 tornadoes in southeastern New York (an 
EF-0 and two EF-2s) and 2 in Connecticut 
(an EF-0 and an EF-1)
• Both states average 0 tornadoes in Oct.
• NY: only 10 Oct. tornadoes from 1950-

2017
• CT: only 4 Oct. tornadoes from 1950-

2017
• Last Oct. tornado was in 1979

Credit: NWS CLE
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October 23 Tornadoes
EF-1 in RI
• RI averages zero tornadoes during 

October and annually 
• Only 11 other tornadoes reported in RI 

since 1950
• Only 1 other October tornado in RI
• Latest tornado in the calendar year for RI

3 tornadoes in MA (an EF-0 and two EF-1s)
• MA average zero tornadoes during 

October and 1 annually
• Only 7 other tornadoes in Oct in MA
• First October tornadoes in MA since 

1970

Credit: NWS CTP

Credit: NWS ER

October 29: two (EF-0) tornadoes - one in 
NY and one in CT



October Temperatures

First half of Oct: hot!

Example of typical weather pattern during 
first half of October

(Oct. 11-13)

Image courtesy 
NY State 
Climatologist 
Mark Wysocki



October Temperatures

Three NY sites tied their warmest low temperatures for October

Erie tied its warmest October temperature



October Temperatures

Second half of Oct: cold!

Examples of typical 
weather pattern during 
second half of October

Images courtesy 
NY State 
Climatologist 
Mark Wysocki



October Temperatures

From 4°F below normal to 6˚F above normal



Michael Rainfall

Rainfall totals from Hurricane Michael along the East Coast



October Precipitation

From 50% of normal to more than 200% of normal



Drought Monitor

As of last week:
• 14% is abnormally dry
• 2% in a severe or 

moderate drought

At the beginning of October:
• 17% of the region was 

abnormally dry
• 5% in a severe or 

moderate drought







Credit: North Carolina Climate Office









November 
Outlooks

Temperature:
Increased chances of above-

normal temperatures for 
entire Northeast (left –

shaded orange)

Precipitation: 
Increased chances of 

above-normal precipitation 
for most of region (right –
shaded green) and a few 
areas with equal chances 

(shaded white)



Winter 
Outlooks
Temperature (left):

Increased chances of above-normal 
temperatures New England, NY, 
northern PA, and northern NJ 

(shaded orange) and equal chances 
elsewhere (shaded white)

Precipitation (right): 
Increased chances of above-normal 
precipitation for DE, much of MD, 
southeastern PA, southern half of 

NJ, and parts of WV (shaded green) 
and equal chances elsewhere 

(shaded white)

Our November webinar will feature a 
discussion on El Niño and the winter 

outlooks!

Special El Niño report on NRCC website: 
www.nrcc.cornell.edu



Contact Information
� nrcc@cornell.edu

� 607-255-1751

Upcoming Webinars

www.nrcc.cornell.edu

� Thursday, November 29 at 9:30 am
� El Niño & Winter Outlooks

� Tuesday, December 18 at 9:30 am
� National Climate Assessment 4 – Northeast 

chapter findings


