
 

  
   

September Recap & 
Northeast DEWS 

Discussion 
By: Samantha Borisoff, Climatologist 
Northeast Regional Climate Center 



     

September Temperatures 

From 2°F below normal to 4°F above normal 



       

September Precipitation 

From less than 25% of normal to 200% of normal 
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Drought Monitor 

Since the U.S. Drought Monitor 
began in 2000: 
• Vermont - first time for extreme 

drought and its highest coverage 
of severe drought 

• New Hampshire – its highest 
coverage of extreme drought 

• New York – third highest coverage 
of abnormally dry or worse 
conditions 
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Drought Impacts Cracked ground and poor 
pasture conditions in 
northern Vermont. 

Credit: MSheep 

Credit: Chamberlin’s Farm 
Credit: Abby Credit: Malson 

Pasture with limited growth in 
northern West Virginia (above) 
and early leaf drop in central Credit: Elle 

Low water levels at a northern New Hampshire 
New Hampshire (right). reservoir (top left). A mostly dry creek in 

northern West Virginia (top right). Low water 
levels on Webb Lake in western Maine (bottom). CMOR -

https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx 
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 Tropical Outlook 



 Forecast Maps 



 

     

Precipitation Forecast 

“Normal” precipitation for this period is about 0.60” to 1.05” 



 Short-term Outlooks 



   Monthly & 3-Month Outlooks 



 
   

       

      

      
 

     
    

      
  

     
     

Summary 
September-to-date conditions: 
• Warmer-than-normal temperatures for most areas 
• Drier-than-normal conditions for a large portion of the region 

Drought: 
• Drought rapidly intensified in multiple areas, 

especially northern New England and West Virginia 
• Impacts to agriculture, water resources, and 

wildfire risk 

Outlooks: 
• Short term: Below- or near-normal precipitation 

and above-normal temperatures favored -
conditions that would favor continuation of or 
deteriorating drought conditions 

• October and October-December: equal chances 
precipitation; warmer than normal for all 



 
     

     
   

    

Contact Information 
• nrcc@cornell.edu 

Upcoming Webinars 
• Thursday, October 30 at 9:30am EDT 

• TBD 

• Thursday, November 20 at 9:30am EST 
• ENSO & Winter Outlooks 

• Thursday, December 18 at 9:30am EST 
• TBD 

www.nrcc.cornell.edu 

http://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/
mailto:nrcc@cornell.edu



