
 

  
   

December Conditions & 
Northeast DEWS 

Discussion 
By: Samantha Borisoff, Climatologist 
Northeast Regional Climate Center 



 

    

December Temperatures 

As much as 12°F below normal 



 

   
    

  
  

    
  

  

December Temperatures 

This Dec 1-15 period: 
• Is the coldest such 

period in past 15-20 
years for most sites 

• ranks among the 20 
coldest such periods 
for many sites 



 

        

December Precipitation 

From less than 25% of normal to 150% of normal 



 

   
      

   
  

December 
Storms 

Snowiest December day 
in 5 to 15 years for 

several sites along the 
Interstate 95 corridor 



 

       

December Snowfall 

From near normal to over 12 inches above normal 
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Precipitation Forecast 

“Normal” precipitation for this period is about 0.50” to 1.00” 



 Forecast Maps 



 Short-term Outlooks 
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Summary 
December-to-date conditions: 
• Colder, drier, and snowier than normal for most areas 

Drought: 
• Some northern and interior areas saw 

improvement 
• Some Mid-Atlantic areas saw deterioration 

Outlooks: 
• Short-term – Near- to above-normal precipitation; 

below-normal temperatures for northeast areas 
but warmer for southwestern areas – near normal 
in between 

• Jan: wet weather favored for Ohio Valley but 
equal chances elsewhere; no clear signals for 
temperatures for most areas 

• Jan-Mar: above-normal precipitation favored for 
interior areas with equal chances elsewhere; 
above-normal temperatures expected for much of 
the Mid-Atlantic 



 
    

    

    
   

    
  

Contact Information 
• nrcc@cornell.edu 

Upcoming Webinars 
• Thursday, January 29 at 9:30am EST 

• Thursday, February 26 at 9:30am EST 

• Thursday, March 26 at 9:30am EDT 
• Spring Flooding - Tentative 

• Thursday, April 30 at 9:30am EDT 
• Forest Climate Indicators 

www.nrcc.cornell.edu 
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