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www.mycoast.org/ny 

***In NY, MyCoast can be used inland and statewide. 
Not just for the coast!*** 

http://www.mycoast.org/ny


 

Why document storms 
and floods? 
• Flood risk is increasing 
• Photos complement existing datasets
& help validate models 

• Captures impacts and places that 
flood repeatedly 

• Raise public awareness 
• Engages and empowers communities 

• “A picture is worth 1,000 words” 
Tully, NY – 8/18/2021 



 

 

How it works 
Submit a photo □ creates a “report” □ 
automatically places photo on a map and links it
with nearby environmental conditions based on 
date, time, and location of photo. 

Community 
member as Photo Data registered user 



Flood Storm 

Types of Photo Reports 

CoastSnap Litter 



 

 

 
 

Comment: 
“Krumkill overflow due 
to flow exceeding 
storm drain capacity.” 

Flood Watch: Heavy Rain 
https://mycoast.org/reports/122063 
Guilderland, NY 
Albany County
Flood Watch Report by RLT 
7/18/2023 5:49 pm 

https://mycoast.org/reports/122063


 

 

Flood Watch: Coastal flooding 
https://mycoast.org/reports/144476 
Bethlehem, NY 
Albany County
Flood Watch Report by DVL 
12/19/2023 10:22 am 

https://mycoast.org/reports/144476


 

 

 

 
 

Flood Watch: Coastal flooding (seiche) 
https://mycoast.org/reports/95527 
Angola, NY 
Erie County
Flood Watch Report by JP 
11/16/2020 9:20 am 

Comment: 
“Photo taken after a 
seiche event showing 
level of debris pushed 
by Lake Erie into the 
park. Muddy Creek is 
high as well.” 

https://mycoast.org/reports/95527


 
 

Storm Report: Hail (past event) 
https://mycoast.org/reports/125609
Tully, NY
Onondaga County 
Storm Report by CZ
5/26/2011 5:16 pm 

https://mycoast.org/reports/125609


 

Coast Snap: 3 locations 

Rockaways, NYC 

Ferry landing fishing pier 
Stuyvesant, NY 

Watch Hill, Fire Island 



  

Litter Watch 
Tracking litter in and near waters across NY. 

Brooklyn, NYC Robert H. Treman State Park Hudson River 



 

 

Search 
reports 
on 
website 
(not
app) 



Resources on website 

• Flyer 
• Factsheets 
• Newsletters 
• Recordings 



Become a MyCoast NY volunteer 

1. Download the MyCoast app 
or visit MyCoast.org/ny 

2. Register 
3. Select or snap photo 
4. Submit photo report 



 

How to upload a photo in the app 

Upload/take photo, Check location, Submit! 
Select: + Add Report Select: Report type check date/time, add 

additional info, Next □ 



 

By the numbers 
Active 3.5 years 
• 3,010 photo reports 

• 1692 Flood Watch 
• 155 Storm Reporter 
• 1066 Coast Snap 
• 97 Litter Watch 

• 1162 registered users 
• 34% have uploaded a report 

• 32 NY counties 
• Queens, Suffolk, Bronx, 

Monroe, Dutchess 



 

 

MyCoast and
Emergency Management 

“Free Force Multiplier” 
Example: Ryan J. Murphy, Southampton Emergency Manager 

• Emergency Operation Center uses MyCoast for field reporting 

• Successes: 

• Monitors floods and storms in real time 

• Stores in one organized place 

• Reports damages from staff and crowdsourced reports 

• Organizes to a state/county/municipality/site 

Is a cost-free force multiplier, with an estimated cost 
savings of $100,000 annually. 
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Emergency Management 



Increasing MyCoast Use in Tompkins County 
• Goals: 

• Increase records in database 

• Increase use of data by decision makers 

• Engagecommunity 

• Identify problems 

• Envisioning and planning solutions 

• Connecting with the public and 
municipal staff: 

• Photos of past flood events 

• Potential uses for the MyCoast database 



 

 

Tompkins County MyCoast
Outreach 

Tabling & 
Storytelling

Events 
General Public 

Presentations 
Municipal Groups 
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Tompkins County MyCoast Outreach 



 Photo Title: “Flood Meadow St at Old Elmira Rd.” 
Photo Date: 1956
Source: New York Heritage Digital Collections

Histor ic Photos

Photo Title: “Truck delivering milk on Buffalo St.” 
Date: 1935 
Source: New York Heritage Digital Collections 
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MyCoast County Package 

• Fact Sheets & Guidance 

• Hazard Mitigation Planning 

• Social Media Guidance & Templates 

• Using Historic Photos 

• Data Visualizations 

• How to Videos 

23 



TOMPKINS COUNTY 
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56 Records (10/1/25) 
up from 1 (6/1/25) 



Next Steps • Developing Train the Trainer 
• County Cornell Cooperative Extension staff 

• Work with municipal staff on uptake 
• Emergency Managers 

• Guidance documents to other counties 
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Thank you! 
Jess Kuonen 
New York Sea Grant 
jak546@cornell.edu 

Kristen Hychka 
NYS Water Resources Institute 
kch235@cornell.edu 

https://mycoast.org/ny 

mailto:jak546@cornell.edu
mailto:kch235@cornell.edu
https://mycoast.org/ny



