
May Review 
By: Samantha Borisoff, Climatologist 



May Precipitation 
!  From less than 50% of  

normal to more than 150%  

!  Wettest areas:  
!  Parts of  Maine 
!  Southern DE/eastern MD 
!  Cape Cod 
!  Western NY 

!  Driest areas:  
!  Western PA 
!  Parts of  WV 
!  DC area 
!  Parts of  NY & NJ 
!  Parts of  New England 

!  8 sites ranked this Aug so 
far among their top 10 
driest 

From 25% below normal to more than 200% of  normal 
  



May Precipitation 
!  Washington, DC record 

!  15 consecutive days with 
measurable precipitation  

!  Record number of  days with 
measurable precipitation from 
May 1-24 
!  Washington, DC 
!  Washington Dulles 
!  Wilmington, DE 
!  Baltimore, MD 
!  Elkins, WV 

From 25% below normal to 
near normal 

  

Washington, DC – record 15 
consecutive days with measurable 
precipitation  
 
Record number of  days with 
measurable precipitation from May 
1-24 

  
 

  



Drought Monitor 
!  From less than 50% 

of  normal to more 
than 150%  

!  Wettest areas:  
!  Parts of  Maine 
!  Southern DE/

eastern MD 
!  Cape Cod 
!  Western NY 

!  Driest areas:  
!  Western PA 
!  Parts of  WV 
!  DC area 
!  Parts of  NY & NJ 
!  Parts of  New 

England 

!  8 sites ranked this 
Aug so far among 
their top 10 driest 

Late April: 
34% of  region abnormally dry 

5% in moderate drought 

Late May: 
39% of  region abnormally dry 

1% in moderate drought 
 

May 26 April 28 



May Temperatures 
!  From less than 50% 

of  normal to more 
than 150%  

!  Wettest areas:  
!  Pars of  Maine 
!  Southern DE/

eastern MD 
!  Cape Cod 
!  Western NY 

!  Driest areas:  
!  Western PA 
!  Parts of  WV 
!  DC area 
!  Parts of  NY & NJ 
!  Parts of  New 

England 

!  8 sites ranked this 
Aug so far among 
their top 10 driest 

From more than 4°F below normal to 2°F above normal 



May Temperatures 

!  Number of  70°F degree days (May 1-24)  
!  Tied for record least at Washington, DC   

!  rank among top 10 least at 12 sites 

Concord, NH: all-time 
coldest April 
temperature 

Ithaca, NY:  
all-time coldest April temperature & 
first below zero temperature in April 

Number of  70°F degree days (May 1-24): 
Tied for record least at Washington, DC 

Rank among top 10 least at 12 sites   



Snowfall 
!  Caribou, ME 

!  Largest snowfall so late in the 
season 

!  Seasonal snow  
!  From 5 ft. below normal to 2 ft. 

above 
!  6 sites – top 5 least snowy season 
!  Binghamton, NY – record low 

seasonal snow? 

Binghamton, NY – least snowy season on record?  



Contact Information 
!  sgh58@cornell.edu or nrcc@cornell.edu 

!  607-255-1751 

Upcoming Webinars 
!  Thursday, June 30 at 9:30 am 

!  Climate Change and Agriculture 

!  Thursday, July 28 at 9:30 am 
!  TBD 

!  Tuesday, August 30 at 9:30 am 
!  TBD 

www.nrcc.cornell.edu 


