
  

  
   

August Conditions & 
Northeast DEWS 

Discussion 
By: Jessica Spaccio, Climatologist 
Northeast Regional Climate Center 



 

   

August Temperatures 

From 2°F below normal to 6°F above normal 



 August Temperatures 



 
    

       

August Temperatures 
Consecutive days w/ a high >=95°F 

Total number of days w/ a high >=95°F 



 
     
    

  

August Temperatures 
Total number of days in 
Aug. w/ a high >=90°F 

Warm minimum temperatures 



 August Rainfall 



 

           

August Precipitation 

From less than 25% of normal to more than 200% of normal 



 Drought Monitor 



Precipitation 



Precipitation 



 Standardized 
Precipitation 

Index 



   Evap. Demand Drought Index 



 

  

Soil Moisture 

Courtesy of 
NASA 



Streamflow 



 

    

     
      

  

Drought Impacts 

Courtesy of Maine Forest Rangers 

Courtesy of Kate Bentsen – MA 
DER, MA DFG, and MA Drought 

Management Task Force 



Groundwater 



 Drought 
Impacts 

https://maine-dry-well-survey-maine.hub.arcgis.com/ 

https://maine-dry-well-survey-maine.hub.arcgis.com/


 Wildfire Risk 



 

    

    
   

Drought Impacts 

Courtesy of Maine Forest Rangers 

Courtesy of Dave Celino – MA 
Chief Forest Fire Warden 



 Drought Impacts 



 Precipitation Forecast 



 Short-term Outlooks 



  Monthly & 3-Month Outlooks 



 
 

         

    
       

 
      

       
       

    

   
       

    
      

     

Summary 
August-to-date conditions: 
• Above-normal temperatures 
• Highly variable precipitation – drought in New England; flash flooding in WV 

Drought: 
• Drought/dryness expanded and 

intensified in New England, NY, and NJ 
due to factors such as below-normal 
rainfall, record low streamflow, low soil 
moisture, and water and ag impacts 

Outlooks: 
• Short-term outlooks: below- or near-normal precipitation and above-

normal temperatures; drought likely to persist and possibly 
intensify? 

• September and September-November: equal chances of below-, 
near-, or above-normal precipitation for all except WV which could be 
drier for fall; generally above-normal temperatures are favored 
particularly for eastern half of region 



 Drought Resources 

https://nedews.nrcc.cornell.edu/ 

https://nedews.nrcc.cornell.edu/


 

 
    
  

    

     
    

Contact Information 
• nrcc@cornell.edu 

Upcoming Webinars 
• Thursday, September 29 at 9:30am EDT 

• Seasonal Bird Migration 

• Thursday, October 27 at 9:30am EDT 
• TBD 

• Tuesday, November 29 at 9:30am EST 
• ENSO Update and Winter Outlook 

www.nrcc.cornell.edu 

www.nrcc.cornell.edu
mailto:nrcc@cornell.edu

