
 

  
   

May Recap & 
Northeast DEWS 

Discussion 
By: Samantha Borisoff, Climatologist 
Northeast Regional Climate Center 



 

     

May Temperatures 

From 2°F below normal to 4°F above normal 



 

        

May Precipitation 

From 50% of normal to over 200% of normal 



 

       

May Precipitation 

Among 10 wettest May 1-26 periods for multiple sites 



 

  

May Severe 

Credit: USGS Credit: NPS 



     
       

Spring Temperatures 

Up to 6°F warmer than normal and 
Among the 10 warmest springs for some sites 



       
        

Spring Precipitation 

50% of normal to 200% of normal and 
Among the 10 wettest springs for a few sites 



       

Spring Snowfall 

From more than 12” below normal to near normal 



 Drought Monitor 



Precipitation 



 Standardized 
Precipitation 

Index 



Precipitation 



   Evap. Demand Drought Index 



Soil Moisture 



Streamflow 



Groundwater 



Wildfire Risk 



 

      

Precipitation Forecast 

“Normal” precipitation for this period is about 0. 80” to 1.10” 



 Short-term Outlooks 



   Monthly & 3-Month Outlooks 



Hurricane Outlook 



 
         

   
  

      
      

   

    
        

     
       

      
  

Summary 
May-to-date conditions: 
• Most areas within 2°F of normal – warm start, cooler end 
• Wet for most areas 
• Below-normal seasonal snowfall 

Drought: 
• Wet weather has led to significant improvement 
• Still seeing some below-normal or lower 

streamflow and/or groundwater levels 

Outlooks: 
• Short term: Above-normal temperatures; below-

normal precip for the 6-10 day period but near- or 
above-normal for the 8-14 day period 

• June and summer: tilt toward wetter than normal 
and warmer than normal for many areas 

• Above-normal hurricane season expected 



 
     

    

    

     
 

Contact Information 
• nrcc@cornell.edu 

Upcoming Webinars 
• Thursday, June 26 at 9:30am EDT 

• Heat Outlook and Heat.gov Overview 

• Thursday, July 31 at 9:30am EDT 
• TBD 

• Thursday, August 28 at 9:30am EDT 
• Atlantic Hurricane Season 

www.nrcc.cornell.edu 

www.nrcc.cornell.edu
https://Heat.gov
mailto:nrcc@cornell.edu

