
  
  

  
   

May Conditions & 
Northeast DEWS 

Discussion 
By: Samantha Borisoff, Climatologist 
Northeast Regional Climate Center 



 

   
 

    
  

May Temperatures 

First half: as much as Second half: as much 
8°F below normal as 8°F above normal 



 

     
 

May 
Temperatures 

Near record to record warmth 
May 18-20 



 

     

May Temperatures 

From 4°F below normal to 4°F above normal 



 

      
      

  

      
       

  

May Precipitation 

From less than 25% of normal in From 50% of normal in northern areas 
southern areas to over 200% of normal to over 200% of normal in southern 

in northern areas and interior areas 



 

         

May Precipitation 

From less than 25% of normal to over 200% of normal 



 

    
    

    
   

Spring 
Temperature 

From near normal to 6°F 
above normal for most areas 

Among the 10 warmest 
springs for some Mid-Atlantic 

sites 



 

      
    

     
       

     

Spring 
Precipitation 

From 25% of normal to 200% 
of normal for most areas 

Among the 10 wettest springs 
for a few interior sites; may be 

among 20 driest for few 
“coastal” sites 



         

          

Spring and Snow Season 
Snowfall 

Spring: from more than 12” below normal to near normal 

Snow season (Oct-May): from 24” below normal to 48” above normal 
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Soil Moisture 
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Wildfire Risk 



 Drought 
Impacts 

https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx 

Credit:CMOR 

https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx


 Drought Impacts 



 

     

Precipitation Forecast 

“Normal” precipitation for this period is about 0.80” to 1.15” 



 Forecast Maps 



 Short-term Outlooks 



   Monthly & 3-Month Outlooks 



Hurricane Outlook 



   

          

         
     

          
       

        
 

         

          
      

  

Key Points for May 
Temperatures were below normal for most; warmer near the coast 
Near record to record warmth from May 18-20 

Varying amounts of precipitation – from less than 50% to 
over 200% 

Spring was warm and lacking snowfall, with a range of 
precipitation amounts 

Drought intensified in the Mid-Atlantic through much of May -
impacts included record-low streamflow, reduced groundwater 
levels, and agricultural issues 

Wet weather led to drought improvement in northern New 
England and, this week, the Mid-Atlantic 

Summer could be wet and warm for some areas 



 
     

    

     
    

Contact Information 
• nrcc@cornell.edu 

Upcoming Webinars 
• Tuesday, June 30 at 9:30am EDT 

• TBD 

• Thursday, July 30 at 9:30am EDT 
• TBD 

• Thursday, August 27 at 9:30am EDT 
• Hurricane season to date and updated outlook 

www.nrcc.cornell.edu 
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